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response to an outside command and much more
that of a true freewill offering of the heart, such as
our Lord so highly commended in the widow who
gave her mite, than does the common but erroneous
interpretation.

This story has purposely been dwelt upon at con-
siderable length as an example of the way in which
all Old Testament study should be approached, and
because it affords an excellent illustration of the help
which scholarship is giving to us in freeing us from
a yoke which neither our fathers nor we were able
to bear. It is impossible to understand the Bible
aright unless the characters and scenes are put into
their true historical setting and the spiritual and
material environment of the men and women whose
lives or writings we study is clearly, if simply,
comprehended. It will thus be obvious that to teach
this story of Abraham and Isaac, and many other
Bible narratives, to children who are not old enough
to have any sense of historical perspective is but.
courting disaster.

When the young minds have the necessary historical
outlook, which they usually possess as a sufficient
safeguard at about the age of eleven, the real lessons
of such records will make a true and a lasting appeal.
It will be understood in all its beauty how lovingly
God has led man from age to age in his history to
that which is higher and holier and purer, and that
God's revelation of Himself has been chiefly limited
by man's incapacity and unwillingness to receive
the light. The respect given to Bible characters will
not be artificial, but pulsing with life. Abraham will
be, far more than most of us have been taught to